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Examiner's Amendment 
An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions be 
unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1 .3 12. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with Applicant 
Octavio DaCosta, Reg. No. 62,1 10 on November 17, 2009. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of linking a first plurality of clients connected to a packet- 
switched conferencing server to a second plurality of clients connected to a circuit-switched conferencing 

server, the method comprising the steps of: 

(1) establishing, by the packet-switched conferencing server, a connection to the circuit-switched 
conferencing server; 

(2) designating the connection as an active speaker connection on the packet-switched 
conferencing server; 

(3) designating a first client of the first plurality of clients connected to the packet switched 
conferencing server as a first active speaker by the packet-switched conferencing server; 

(4) designating a second client of the first plurality of clients connected to the packet switched 
conferencing server as a second active speaker by the packet switched conferencing server; 

(5) designating a third client of the second plurality of clients connected to the circuit switched 
conferencing server as a third active speaker by the circuit-switch conferencing server; 
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(6) designating a fourth client of the second plurality of clients connected to the circuit switched 
conferencing as a fourth active speaker by the circuit switched conferencing server; 

(7) limiting, by the packet-switched conferencing server, one or more of the first plurality of 
clients added to the active speaker connection; 

(8) receiving by the packet switched conference server, over the active connection, a first 
combined audio packet from the circuit-switched conferencing server, wherein the first combined audio 
packet is a mixture of audio packets received from the third client and received from the fourth client and 
is converted bv the circuit-switched conferencing server to a format that the first plurality clients can 
receive : 

(9) receiving by the third client the first combined audio packet without an audio packet 
transmitted by third client and receiving by the fourth client the first combined audio packet without an 
audio packet transmitted by the fourth client; 

(10) receiving, by the packet-switched conferencing server, a first audio packet from the first 
client and a second audio packet from the second client of the first plurality of clients, wherein the 
plurality of first and second audio packets are received using an asynchronous transmission method; 

(11) forwarding, over the active speaker connection, a second combined audio packet to the 
circuit-switched conferencing server, wherein the second combined audio packet is a mixture of the first 
audio packet and the second audio packe t, and wherein the circuit-switched conferencing server converts 
the second combined audio packet to a format that the second plurality of clients can receive : 

(12) mixing the first combined audio packet with the second combined audio packets from the 
first plurality of clients into a composite packet; and 

(13) forwarding the composite packet to each of the first plurality of cUents connected to the 
packet-switched conferencing server, wherein the first client receives the composite packet without the 
composite packet containing an audio packet transmitted from the first client and the second client 
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receives the composite packet without the composite packet containing an audio packet transmitted from 
the second cUent; 

wherein the first and the second plurality of clients, using varying equipment and protocols, can 
simultaneously participate in a single audio conference application; 

wherein the packet-switched conferencing server is independent from the circuit-switched 
conferencing server; 

wherein the packet-switched conferencing server keeps a first list of the first plurality of clients 
who have been designated as an active speake r and limits a number of active speaking IP-based clients: 
and 

wherein the circuit-switched conferencing server keeps a second list of the second plurality of 
clients who have been designated as an active speaker and limits a number of active speaking phone- 
based clients . 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently Amended) A method of linking a first plurality of clients connected to a circuit- 
switched conferencing server to a second plurality of clients connected to a packet-switched conferencing 
server, comprising the steps of: 

(1) establishing, by the circuit-switched conferencing server, a connection to the packet-switched 
conferencing server; 

(2) designating the connection as an active speaker connection on the circuit-switched 
conferencing server; 

(3) designating a first client of the first plurality of clients as an active speaker on the circuit- 
switched conferencing server; 
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(4) designating a second client of the first plurality of clients as a second active speaker by the 
circuit switched conferencing server; 

(5) designating a third client of the second plurality of clients as a third active speaker by the 
packet-switched conferencing server; 

(6) designating a fourth client of the second plurality of clients as a fourth active speaker by the 
packet switched conferencing server; 

(7) limiting, by the packet-switched conferencing server, one or more of the lifst second plurality 
of active speaker clients added to the connection; 

(8) receiving, over the connection, a first combined audio packet fi-om the packet-switched 
conferencing server, wherein the first combined audio packet is a mixture of packets received from each 
of the third and fourth clients of the second plurality of clients who have been designated as an active 
speaker by the packet-switched conferencing server; wherein the mixture of packets are received using an 
asynchronous transmission method; 

(9) converting, by the circuit-switched conferencing server, the first combined audio packet to a 
format that the first plurality chents can receive: 

(9) no) receiving, by the circuit-switched conferencing server, a first audio packet from the first 
client and a second audio packet from the second client, wherein the first and second audio packets are 
received from each of the first plurality of clients who have been designated as an active speaker by the 
circuit-switched conferencing server; 

-fW) (\\) mixing the converted first combined audio packet, the first audio packet and the second 
audio packet into one composite audio packet; 

(44) (\2) forwarding the composite audio packet to each of the first plurality of clients connected 
to the circuit-switched conferencing server; and 
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(13) forwarding, over the connection, the second audio paclcet to the paclcet- switched 
conferencing serve r, wherein the second audio packet is converted by the circuit-switched conferencing 
server to a format that the second plurality clients can receive: 

wherein the first and second plurality of cHents, using varying equipment and protocols, can 
simultaneously participate in a single audio conference application, wherein the first client receives the 
composite packet without the composite packet containing an audio packet transmitted fi-om the first 
client and the second client receives the composite packet without the composite packet containing an 
audio packet transmitted from the second client; 

wherein the packet-switched conferencing server is independent from the circuit-switched 
conferencing server; 

wherein the packet-switched conferencing server keeps a first list of the fk=st second plurality of 
clients who have been designated as an active speake r and limits a number of active speaking IP-based 
clients: and 

wherein the circuit-switched conferencing server keeps a second list of the first plurality of clients 
who have been designated as an active speaker and limits a number of active speaking phone-based 
clients . 

4. (Currently amended): A computer program product carrying a computer program and 
embodied in a computer usable medium comprising hardware memory configured adapt e d for causing a 
computer to connect a first plurality of clients connected to a packet-switched conferencing server to a 
second plurality of cUents connected to a circuit-switched conferencing server, said control logic 
comprising: 

first computer readable program code means for causing said computer to establish, by said 
packet-switched conferencing server, a connection to said circuit- switched conferencing server; 
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second computer readable program code means for causing said computer to designate said 
connection as an active speaker on said packet-switched conferencing server; 

third computer readable program code means for causing said computer to designate one or more 
of said first plurality of clients as an active speaker on said packet- switched conferencing server; 

fourth computer readable program code means for causing said computer to designate one or 
more of said second plurality of clients as an active speaker on said circuit-switched conferencing server; 

fifth computer readable code means for causing said computer to limit, by said packet-switched 
conferencing server, one or more of said first plurality of active speaker clients added to said connection; 

sixth computer readable program code means for causing said computer to receive, over said 
connection, a first audio packet from said circuit-switched conferencing server, wherein said first audio 
packet is a mixture of packets received fi'om each of said second plurality of clients who have been 
designated as an active speaker by said circuit-switched conferencing server and is converted by the 
circuit-switched conferencing server to a format that the first plurality clients can receive: 

seventh computer readable program code means for causing said computer to forward said first 
audio packet to each of said first plurality of clients connected to said packet-switched conferencing 
server; 

eighth computer readable program code means for causing said computer to receive, by said 
packet-switched conferencing server, a plurality of audio packets, wherein said plurality of audio packets 
comprises a second audio packet fi-om each of said first plurality of clients who have been designated as 
an active speaker by said packet-switched conferencing server; wherein said plurality of audio packets are 
received using an asynchronous transmission method; 

ninth computer readable program code means for causing said computer to forward, over said 
connection, said second audio packet to said circuit-switched conferencing server; 
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wherein the circuit-switched conferencing server converts the second audio packet to a format 
that the second plurality of clients can receive: 

whereby said first and second plurality of clients, using var5dng equipment and protocols, can 
simultaneously participate in a single audio conference application; 

whereby said packet-switched conferencing server is independent from said circuit-switched 
conferencing server; 

whereby said packet-switched conferencing server keeps a first Hst of said first plurality of clients 
who have been designated as an active speaker, and limits a number of active speaking IP-based clients. 

wherein the circuit-switched conferencing server keeps a second hst of the second plurality of 
clients who have been designated as an active speaker and limits a number of active speaking phone- 
based clients: and 

wherein each client of the second plurality of clients receives said second audio packet without 
the second audio packet containing an audio packet transmitted from the each cUent of the second 
plurality of clients used to make up the second audio packet, thereby eliminating echo in the transmission. 

5. (Currently amended): A computer program product carr5dng a computer program and 

embodied in a computer usable medium comprising hardware memory configured adapted for causing a 
computer to connect a first plurality of clients connected to a circuit-switched conferencing server to a 
second plurality of clients connected to a packet-switched conferencing server, said control logic 
comprising: 

first computer readable program code means for causing said computer to establish; by said 
circuit-switched conferencing server, a connection to said packet- switched conferencing server; 

second computer readable program code means for causing said computer to designate said 
connection as an active speaker on said circuit-switched conferencing server; 
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third computer readable program code means for causing said computer to designate one or more 
of said first plurality of clients as an active speaker on said circuit- switched conferencing server; 

fourth computer readable program code means for causing said computer to designate one or 
more of said second plurality of clients as an active speaker on said packet-switched conferencing server; 

fifth computer readable program code means for causing said computer to limit, by said packet- 
switched conferencing server, one or more of said second plurality of active speaker clients added to the 
connection; 

sixth computer readable program code means for causing said computer to receive, over said 
connection, a first audio packet from said packet-switched conferencing server, wherein said first audio 
packet is a mixture of packets received from each of said second plurality of clients who have been 
designated as an active speaker by said packet-switched conferencing server; wherein said mixture of 
packets are received using an asynchronous transmission method; 

seventh computer readable program code means for converting, by the circuit-switched 
conferencing server, the first audio packet to a format that the first plurality clients can receive: 

seventh eighth computer readable program code means for causing said computer to receive, by 
said circuit-switched conferencing server, a plurality of audio packets, wherein said plurality of audio 
packets comprises a second audio packet from each of said first plurality of clients who have been 
designated as an active speaker by said pack e t switch e d circuit-switched conferencing server; 

e ighth ninth computer readable program code means for causing said computer to mix said first 
audio packet and said second audio packet into one combined audio packet; 

ninth tenth computer readable program code means for causing said computer to forward said one 
combined audio packet to each of said first plurality of clients connected to said circuit-switched 
conferencing server; and 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/072, 1 75 Page 1 0 

Art Unit: 2454 

tenth eleventh computer readable program code means for causing said computer to forward, over 
said connection, said second audio packet to said packet-switched conferencing server; 

wherein the second audio packet is converted by the circuit-switched conferencing server to a 
format that the second plurality of clients can receive: 

whereby said first and second plurality of clients, using varying equipment and protocols, can 
simultaneously participate in a single audio conference application; and 

whereby said packet-switched conferencing server is independent from said circuit-switched 
conferencing server; 

whereby said packet-switched conferencing server keeps a first list of said second plurality of 
clients who have been designated as an active speaker, and limits a number of active speaking IP-based 
clients. 

wherein the circuit-switched conferencing server keeps a second list of the first plurality of clients 
who have been designated as an active speaker and limits a number of active speaking phone-based 
clients: and 

wherein each client of the first plurality of clients receives said combined audio packet without 
the combined audio packet containing an audio packet transmitted from the each client of the first 
plurality of clients used to make up the combined audio packet, thereby eliminating echo in the 
transmission. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earUer communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Joshua Joo whose telephone number is 571 272-3966. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday to Friday SAM to 5PM. 
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/NATHAN FLYNN/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2454 



